TKMPTATIOXS   OF   THE
command thee, saying1, Thou shalt open, thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land." " Ye have the poor always with you," said the Mediator of the better Covenant, echoing the words of Hoses; and His Apostles in almost all their epistles, some in one form, some in another, "charge them that are rich in this world, that they should be ready to distribute, willing to communicate." From which precepts it is abundantly manifest, as against the Socialists, that God has sanctioned for the present the existing system of temporal aflairs, and that therefore any proposed fundaniental revolution in it would be a violation of His ordinance*
.But at tin* same time, while we are expressly commanded to submit to the present condition of things, it is clearly intimated in Scripture that it is a faulty and vicious system, one to whoso spirit we must never bo conformed, but Constantly look forward to thai better one, which shall supplant it at the second Coming of Christ. Those who have read the Bible attentively, cannot have failed to perceive how it depreciates mere human progress, and the civilisation which results from it, and endeavours to impress upon man that he is never to domesticate* himself in the present system. In the